
Most of us go to the movies to have fun: to laugh, cry, boo, cheer, be scared, thrilled, or simply to be amused for a few hours. But movies are something more than just an evening’s entertainment. They are also historical documents that help us see—and perhaps more fully understand—the world in which they were made.

—Steven J. Ross, Ph.D., professor of history, University of Southern

California, as quoted in Movies and American Society

Dear Parents,

Your child has been enrolled in a Story of Movies Encore class this trimester.  The course has been designed in partnership with IBM and Turner Classic Movies as an interdisciplinary curriculum that introduces students to classic cinema and the cultural, historical and artistic significance of film.  
Martin Scorsese, director and designer of the Story of Movies, states that, “Movies are a door to knowledge -- knowledge of society, knowledge of history, knowledge of art.”  It is through these doors of knowledge that by teaching students to think critically about film and provide them with a deeper understanding of this uniquely influential art form is the rationale for this class.  Therefore, by exposing your child to great movies and the past, this class was to give them the tools to understand the true language of film.

Your child explored the film, The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951, directed by Robert Wise).  Set in the post-World War II climate of nuclear weapons testing, this film was a warning to nations on Earth to find peaceful solutions to their differences.  Still relevant today, the film engaged your child in the science fiction genre while examining the era’s concerns about atomic warfare, while exploring the idea of visitors from outer space.

I would like to conclude the lesson by showing your child the recent version of The Day the Earth Stood Still (2008, directed by Scott Derrickson).  I have viewed it and find it school appropriate, but due to the fact it is PG-13, I must obtain a permission slip for your child to view the film. You can review the film if you wish at www.imdb.com (Type in; The Day The Earth Stood Still) and if you wish to preview our course outline, please visit; www.storyofmovies.org. If you wish to have your child view the 2008 version of The Day the Earth Stood Still, they MUST have this form signed and returned tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Phil Quinlan

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

________________________________________ has my permission to view the PG-13 film The Day the Earth Stood Still (2008)






_____________________________







Parent Signature

