Seventh Grade Social Studies

SS070202
Unit 2: Africa: People, Places, and Issues 

Lesson 2

Graphic Organizer
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Big Ideas Card
	Big Ideas of Lesson 2, Unit 2

	1. History is the study of the past.
2. Historians study the past by trying to answer certain questions.
3. The questions of history are: What happened? When did it happen? Who was involved? How and why did it happen?
4. Timelines are one way to organize history in chronological order.
5. The questions of history lead to understanding of the history of the African continent.



Word Cards
	[image: image1]18. timeline

a diagram that shows the order in which events happened

Example:  You can make a timeline of important events in your life.
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19. chronological

order

time sequence

Example:  We often study history in chronological order.

.
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	20. historian

a person who studies the past 
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Example:  A historian studies clues from the past.
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	21. colonialism
                                [image: image5.wmf]
one group of people claims ownership of a territory already occupied by another group of people

Example:  European colonialism is part of the history of many African countries. 
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	22.  apartheid                        
the system in South Africa where whites and non-whites were treated differently

Example:  Under the apartheid system, blacks were denied citizenship rights including the right to vote.
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	23. pre-history
before recorded events
Example:  Prehistory is the time during the development of human culture before the appearance of the written word. 
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Timeline of Major Events in African History
	Times
	Event/ Era

	Pre-history


	

	3500 B.C.E - 350 C.E.

	

	200 B.C.E. - 1400 C.E.

	

	1086 - 1147 C.E.

	

	1500 -1 860s C.E.

	

	1800 - early 1900s

	

	1896

	

	1800s - 1990

	

	1818 - 1994

	

	Present

	


Timeline of Major Events in African History

Cut out the boxes of events and glue them across from the correct time. 

	Time
	Event/ Era

	
	Mali Kingdoms 

	
	Central African Trade



	
	Humans

Arise


	
	Africa

Today

	
	Slave Trade


	
	Africans in Spain

	
	Nile Valley Civilizations


	
	South Africans

End Apartheid


	
	Colonialism to Independence


	
	Ethiopia Prevails over Italy


Timeline of Major Events in African History

Teacher Answer Key
	Time
	Event/

Era

	Pre-history
	Humans Arise

	3500 B.C.E - 350 C.E.


	Nile Valley Civilizations

	200 B.C.E. - 1400 C.E.


	Mali Kingdoms

	1086 - 1147 C.E.


	Africans in Spain

	1500 - 1860s C.E.


	Slave Trade

	1800 - early 1900s


	Central African Trade



	1896
	Ethiopia Prevails over Italy

	1800s - 1990


	Colonialism to Independence

	1818 - 1994
	South Africans

End Apartheid

	Present
	Africa

Today


Historical Timeline Information 

Adapted from

The Smithsonian

<http://www.mnh.si.edu/africanvoices/>.

	5 million years ago – Humans Arise in Africa

Earliest human fossils were found in Great Rift Valley of East Africa. Upright-walking human ancestors appeared five million years ago. The continent’s tremendous range of habitats favored these early humans. Climate and vegetation changed and so humans adapted and changed as well.



	3500 B.C.E. – 350 C.E. – Nile Valley Civilizations

The Nile Valley had two great early civilizations. These were Nubia and Egypt. These civilizations traded and sometimes fought. They had divine kings. They developed writing systems, art, architecture, and astronomy that gained world renown.


	200 B.C.E. - 1400 C.E. – Mali Kingdom

Early Africans built powerful cities on the banks of the Niger in West Africa. These settlements formed the economic backbone of three successive civilizations. They were the Ghana, Mali, and Songhai.


	1086 - 1147 C.E. – Africans in Spain

The African Muslim conquered Spain and Portugal in 1086. This empire spanned two continents. Their rule stressed equality and led to stability in northern Africa. They became known for the architecture of their glorious mosques.



	1500 - 1860s C.E. – Slave Trade

Marched to the coast in shackles and forced aboard ships with inhumane conditions, millions of Africans were caught in the transatlantic slave trade. From the moment of capture these people fought for freedom.




	1800 – early 1900s – Central African Trade 

With the end of the slave trade Africa experienced an industrial revolution. This led to a trade revolution which changed local economies. Palm oil and peanut oil were also produced. Trade routes across the continent flourished.



	1896 – Ethiopia Prevails over Italy

On March 2, 1896, the Ethiopian Army under King Menelik II overwhelmingly defeated the invading Italian army. Victory gave Ethiopia independence when European powers were colonizing other areas of Africa. Ethiopia escaped European rule and inspired others to fight for freedom.



	1800 - early 1900s – Colonialism to Independence

The 1960s was the decade for independence for many countries in Africa. This was after nearly a century of European rule. Many countries are still determining how they will govern and what they represent as they turn away from the colonial customs of the past.



	1818 – 1994 – South Africans End Apartheid

Apartheid legalized and enforced discrimination based on racial categories. South Africans voted in their first multi-racial election in 1994 to end this policy and are now working to restructure their government.



	Present – Africa Today

Better health care is one of the biggest challenges for many Africans today. Resources are scarce and doctors are few. Malaria and HIV are just two of the diseases being fought.
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